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20 March 2020 
 
 
COVID-19 and Online Learning – Update 20 March 2020 
 
We have received encouraging comments from several parents thanking the school for what we are 
doing and how we are communicating with our school community. We all appreciate knowing that 
our efforts are recognised by our families. Most of our staff have their own families and concerns for 
their children and elderly or unwell family members, while at the same time caring for our students 
here at school. I am very proud of our staff, both teaching and non-teaching, as we work together to 
maintain some sense of continuity and “normality”. I have included below the message in this 
week’s newsletter from our Deputy Principal, Ian Samways: 
 

I want to thank our school community for your assistance as we work together during 
this difficult time. While the disruptions to our normal routine are obvious, I continue 
to be pleased with the calm and considerate manner in which our students have 
conducted themselves; the changes to routines haven’t been easy. 

  

On a school scale we are no longer meeting in large groups. Chapel and school 
assemblies have been cancelled and the largest meetings are as a year group and 
even these are quite infrequent. Over the course of Thursday I briefed our students 
on the following: 
 

• School is open and we are trying to function as normally as practicable; 

• Online Learning is available on Teams for those who require it; 

• Please be careful about hygiene – washing hands thoroughly throughout the 
day; 

• Not sharing equipment; 

• Staying at home if they are sick; 

• Not sharing food or drink bottles; 

• The bubblers going out of action from Friday (refill stations to remain); and 

• Assessment processes– mainly for Years 10, 11 & 12. 
  

Online learning – Senior School 
Our staff have worked extremely hard to set up online material and this is starting to 
roll out to those who are not able to attend classes. We hope to be fully operational 
in this area on Tuesday so that students are able to access virtually all our lessons 
from home if that is your desire. In the meantime the initial material has been fairly 
basic, however, it should have been enough to assist students to keep up in their 
absence. Students will be able to access online lessons via Microsoft Teams by 
clicking on the following link: 
 
http://intranet.lakes.nsw.edu.au/online 
 
 Year 12 assessments are going ahead as normal. If your child is away due to illness 
or exclusion, they will need to fill out a misadventure form (just to keep our record 
keeping going) for the tasks. Normal classes do not run for Year 12 over the next 2 
weeks during this assessment period and they are not expected to attend school. 

 
 

Online learning – Junior School 
Please see the separate email with attached document sent to Junior School parents for instructions 
for accessing online learning. 
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eSafety at home 
The Office of the eSafety Commissioner has provided some ideas to help parents and carers and 
your children stay safe while online: 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/covid-19-online-safety-kit-parents-and-carers\ 
 
Bubblers 
Remember we are closing off bubblers from today. Students will need to bring a water bottle to 
school, which can be refilled at our refill stations. 
 

Should schools close? 
You will have seen a great deal of debate about this. Many medicos believe schools should close 
while the Chief Medical Officer and other medical people say there is not enough evidence that 
closing schools is effective in slowing the spread of COVID-19. You may have seen in the news that 
some independent schools have closed and some are trialling a day of online learning at home for 
specific year groups. I won't give an opinion on that debate but I assure you that Lakes Grammar 
will not close unless directed to by the Government or NSW Health. 
 

Many parents are choosing to keep their children at home and in most cases this is because of 
family members with health vulnerabilities. We respect that decision. Some parents may be keeping 
their children at home out of fear. We understand that but encourage you to keep them at school. 
Online learning is not a complete substitute for learning in class and there may come a time when 
all schools are made to close and online learning have to continue for an extended period. It would 
be better if students were able to benefit from the full learning experience in school until that time. 
 
NAPLAN 
The Government has announced today that 2020 NAPLAN testing is cancelled due to the disruption 
caused by COVID-19. 
 
Thank you again for your support in these difficult times. We will keep updating you as the official 
advice changes over time.  
 

Remember, three weeks today is Good Friday, the day Christians especially remember Jesus’ 
death on the cross for all of us. Jesus is God planting his feet in our world, becoming one of us and 
experiencing all the trials of being human. By his resurrection, Jesus lifts us to God and places us in 
his loving arms. He knows what we are going through and is here with us. 
 
Kind regards 

 
Michael Hannah 
Principal 
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